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'for the gibes at Kymaian dullness—gibes one of which, we
have seen, redounds very much to the city's credit—we
need look no further than the jealousy of lonians, especially
those of Phokaia and of Kolophonian Smyrna,1 the rivals
of Kyme for the position of chief port of Phrygia via the
Hermos valley. This way will have come those Phrygian
dedications of King Midas which Herodotos had seen (or at
least been assured that they were his), at Delphoi2; for
this is no other than the fabulous and rich King Midas of whom
it was said that everything he touched turned to gold.
And with this we are brought back once more to that
very important transitional period of the late eighth or early
seventh century ; for the last of the Phrygian dynasty whose
kings were called alternately Gordieus and Midas perished
in the wreck of his kingdom at the hands of the northern
barbarians not later than 675.3
It was a great and civilized state with which Greeks had
thus established so close a contact; literate, already in the
eighth century if not before, in a script akin to our alphabet;
firmly based on the teeming produce of the broad lands
whose occupants were to Herodotos " richest in sheep and
in the fruits of the earth of all men of whom we know " 4 ;
and advancing to greater riches on the strength of the
alluvial gold of its rivers and the silver of the Taurus mines,
and on the caravan trade that, guided by the direction in
which the Anatolian mountain ranges run and rivers flow,
had already for centuries passed to and fro there between
east and west—between Sardis with its " golden river " and
the great manufacturing cities of Babylonia. Its military
strength rested on the horsemen of Kappadokia and on an
armament, as we have seen, of round targe and crested helmet
like that adopted by the Greeks; and its art, known to us
x Xenophanes, for instance (who, by the way, is quoted by Pollux, loc. eit.,
on the origin of coinage), certainly liked satirical stones about prominent
people. Cf. his references to Pythagoras (frag. 6) and to his own Kolophonian
ancestors (frag. 3).
2 Hdt. i, 14.
8 Str. i, p. 61, confirmed by the fact that the kingdom is not mentioned
again by the Assyrians. In 668 they are dealing directly with Gyges of Lydia,
* Hdt. v, 49.

